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Rehearsal 
 

 Please expect to give 100% at every rehearsal.  I expect you to be here both mentally 
and physically.  Every one of you is an important part of this group.  No matter 

where you are placed, or if you have a solo or not, you are important.   
 

 When rehearsal begins, I expect you to be focused and ready to work.  If you talk or 
distract others, you are hurting our group.  I want you to be the best group that you 

can be, but this only works if we are on the same page. 
 

 Pay attention to details!  Details are very important.  You need to know where you 

are placed.  When I teach vocal parts, you need to master your part independently.  
Everything is important.  If 87% of the group is focused and pays attention to detail, 

then 87% of the groups gets better and moves forward.  The other 13% sit and spin.  
However, when we all perform, 100% are seen and heard.  Which percent do you 
want to be part of? 

 

Behavior 

 I expect you to treat anyone you come into contact within this group with respect.  

Rudeness or disrespect will not be tolerated.  If you are rude, you will be warned.  If 
you are rude again, you will be dismissed from the rehearsal or performance.  

Talking is rude. 
 

 In life, you will come across people you do not like.  That’s just the way it is.  You 
do not have to love everyone; however, you do need to treat everyone with respect 

and kindness.   
 

 Gossip and rumors will kill this group.  Don’t gossip or spread rumors no matter 

how juicy.  Most of the time they are false.  All of the time they hurt the person 
involved. 

 

 I expect you to show good character not only in Show Choir but in school as well.  I 
expect you to take pride in your work, ask for help when you need it, achieve good 

grades and be helpful and friendly to all.   
 

 Remember what it’s like to be new. 

 
Etiquette 

 When we are in a performance venue, cell phones do not exist.  Do not use them 
while watching a performance.  Do not talk during a performance.  It’s rude and 

you’re not rude people. 
 

 Please remember, I consider you to be a professional.  I also expect you to act like it.  

During rehearsals you are quiet and you pay attention.  If the group is working hard, 
I will give you a break.  If not, don’t expect a break. 

 

Food, Gum and Trash 

 Newsflash!!  Show Choir does not have a maid!  (Can you believe it?)  So…no food 

during rehearsal.  NO GUM!  Water bottles are allowed and are encouraged.  Please 
clean up after yourself and throw away all trash. 



 
PDA  

 You are in middle school.  You should be focused on your studies. 

 Don’t do it!  Keep your hands to yourselves. 

 
Costumes 

 It’s your responsibility to take care of your costume!  All costumes need to be neatly 
hung after wearing them.  Dresses should be zipped.   

 
Staging/Solos 

 All staging and solos will be determined by the director and choreographer.  Accept 

where you are placed.  Everyone is important to the group and everyone is seen no 
matter where you are placed.   

 

 Solo auditions will be announced at least 1 week prior to auditions.  If you are trying 

out for a solo, come prepared to your audition.  Remember to convey the message of 
the solo and sing in the style of the music.  I’m not just looking for the voice, but the 

whole package.  If you don’t receive a solo, or are not placed where you think you 
belong, I expect that you will not pout.  You will get over it, like a professional, and 
realize it’s for the good of the group and you are still an important part of this group.  

Divisions will only tear us down. 
 

Classroom Procedures: 

 All materials will be put away properly.  Music is the property of HMS and will be 

kept in a folder and put away in the assigned music slot at the end of class.   

 Costumes will be taken care of and kept ready for performances. 

 Students will have all music and choreography learned by the given deadlines. 

 Students will treat other students, as you would have them treat you and SHOW 

RESPECT TO EVERYONE! 
 
Academic Expectations:   

 All performances are MANDATORY.  A schedule will be given as soon as possible.  
An unexcused absence for a performance will result in a one-letter grade drop of the 

student’s final grade.   

 Choir members will be responsible for exercises, literature, written assignments and 

comprehensive materials as they are given.   

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



Grading 

 

“Major” Category 
60% of your grade 

Performance Skills Written Theory Skills 
(includes Vocabulary) 

Listening Skills 

Intonation Staff, Notes & Pitches Interval Recognition 

Rhythm 
Note Values, Time 

Signatures & Rests 
Correct Notation 

Sight-Reading 
Time Signatures, Ties & 

Slurs 
Rhythm & Notes 

Diction/Articulation 
Repeats, Eighth Notes            

& Dotted Quarter Notes 
Rhythm 

Stage Presence 
Dynamics, Tempo Marks, 
Articulation, D.C. & D.S. 

Scale Recognition 

Singing Technique                         

such as attacks & releases,                         
musical skills 

Flats, Sharps, Naturals,  

Whole & Half Steps 
Intervals 

Interpretation & 

Musicianship 
Intervals & Solfege  

Choreography Scales & Key Signatures  

 
Key Signatures, Chromatics    

& Intervals 
 

 
 
 

“Minor” Category 

40% of your grade 

Rehearsal Skills 

Having required materials 

Demonstrating Cooperation, Effort & Positive Attitude 

Following Directions 

 
 

 

 



Performance Attendance 

Performance Attendance 

As a performing organization, we work constantly to be prepared to perform. Every 

member of the ensemble plays a vital role in the success of the entire organization.   Unless 

otherwise noted on the Calendar, ALL performances are required. 

For these reasons, the following policies regarding performance attendance apply: 

 In an emergency situation, parents should call the choral department office at 812- 

542-8502, ext. 3331, and leave a message explaining the situation as soon as 

possible. 

 Excused absences include personal illness, death in the family, or an emergency 

over which the student has no control. If an absence is excused, it is the 

student’s responsibility to get a make- up assignment from Mrs. Benjamin. If an 

absence is unexcused, the student will not be given the privilege of making up the 

points lost due to the absence. 

NAFCS Policies Regarding Student Activity Conflicts 

Although we try our best to avoid scheduling performances at the same time as other 

school related events, occasionally conflicts do arise which cannot be remedied. The 

following policies govern these situations in all NAFCS/HMS activities and was approved 

by the school board of NAFCS: 

When a practice or rehearsal and an event (game, contest, and concert) are 

scheduled simultaneously, the MUSICAL EVENT takes precedent. For 

example, if someone has dance team practice, or Basketball practice on the 

night of a concert, they are required to come to the concert and not go to their 

practice. 

 

 

Communication 
 

HMS Choir website - On this website you may get concert schedules, handbooks, forms, 

pictures, videos, practice tracks to music and pdf’s of sections of music that relate to the 

choral program.   The web address for the website is: 

 

http://hmschoirs.weebly.com/ 
 

   Please sign up to receive reminders about concerts, due dates, etc.  
(Information is attached.)

http://hmschoirs.weebly.com/


 

Students and parents read, sign and return this page 

DUE:  August 17, 2018 
 

This handbook was written for all Hazelwood Show Choir members and their families. 

After reading the handbook, please fill in this page, and return it to Mrs. Benjamin on or 

before August 17, 2018.  This will count as a grade. 

 

Your signature below acknowledges: 

 You have read the HMS Show Choir Handbook 

 You  understand the requirements for your/your child’s expected participation in 

the HMS Show Choir for the 2018-2019 school year. 

 You are aware of scheduled performance dates for the year and acknowledge  

that performance attendance is REQUIRED. 

 

 

 

 

 

Parent Name (PRINT) Parent Signature Date 
 

 

 
 

Student Name (PRINT) Student Signature Date 

 

 


